
Lac qui Parle County Park  

Preserving a rich heritage while educating today's generation 

and conserving substantial pristine natural resources for future 

generations! 

 A special feature of the Park area is its formative revealing riverine fluvial 

geomorphic landscape.  A complex of classic examples is displayed across the 

Park area landscape.  These features include meander neck cut-off, oxbow lake, 

upland remnant meander island, near stream capture, point-bar formation and 

migration, cut-bank formation and migration, terrace development and 

migration, riffle & boulder plunge pool sequences and base level change 

induced downcutting to name a few.  The 50-foot elevation sheer cut-banks 

provide a window into the glacial history of this area and include a faceted & 

striated boulder pavement.  There is also a display of Bur Oak trunk goose-

necking induced by stream bank creep. 

 This unique combination of landscapes provides an appropriate habitat 

for a diverse variety of flora and fauna.  The flood-plain hardwoods provide an 

appropriate understory for numerous rare plants to include the Canadian 

Moonseed, Jack-in-the-Pulpit, Nodding Trillium, Dutchmen’s Breeches along 

with white, yellow and purple Violets.  Fauna range from Pileated 

Woodpeckers, Prairie Skinks, Burnsi Leopard Frogs, Eastern American, Canadian 

& Plains Toads, Tiger Salamanders and Spiny Softshell Turtles to the prolific 

Wild Turkey and White-Tailed Deer.  Upland and wintering habitat also exist for 

reintroducing the native Sharp Tailed Grouse. 

 All these readily assessable combined features, flora & fauna destine this 

park a rare natural outdoor laboratory for citizens, students & researchers of all 

interests and disciplines.  dac 

  

  


